MONROE COUNTY

RESOURCE GUIDE

Monroe County Health Department
Environmental Health Division
2353 South Custer Road
Monroe, MI 48161
Everything you need to know to get involved…

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Recyling & Green Community Program
www.greenmonroecounty.com
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õ Recycle?
õ Reuse

items?
õ Have a plan to save energy?
õ Offer a teaching unit on environmental issues?
õ Host an environmental speaker or field trip?
õ Observe Earth Day?
õ Buy recycled school supplies?
If you answered yes to any of these questions,
your school is well on its way to becoming a
Michigan Green School!

WE WANT YOUR SCHOOL TO TAKE PART!
KEEP TURNING THE PAGES
TO FIND OUT JUST HOW EASY AND FUN IT IS
TO BE INVOLVED IN THIS PROGRAM!
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The Michigan Green Schools Program is open to
all schools in Monroe County, including private
and charter. It uses an application divided into
four categories: recycling, energy, environmental
protection and miscellaneous; each with activities
schools can do. Each activity a school chooses to
participate in is worth a point, and at least 2 points
must come from each category. A brief description of
each activity is required. Applications are accepted
between January 1st and March 1st annually.
Schools who qualify receive a certificate signed by
the governor, an official Michigan Green Schools flag
and a spot at the Earth Day Expo award ceremony
every year.
10 points = Green
15 points = Emerald
20 points = Evergreen

Vegetable gardens at
Meadow Montessori
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Green: Dundee Middle School, Dundee High School, Mason
Central Elementary School
Emerald: Bedford Junior High School, Eyler Elementary
School, Sodt Elementary School, Triumph Academy
Evergreen: Dundee Elementary School, Fred W. Ritter
Elementary, Meadow Montessori School, Monroe County
Intermediate School District, North Elementary School,
St. John the Baptist, Elementary School, St. Mary Middle
School Campus

“…Each year we
have participated,
we have learned
and accomplished
more and more.
I can see other
teachers, parents,
and kids growing
in their knowledge
and participation of
ways to help.”
–Christy Mercurio,
Kindergarten Teacher
St. Joseph Catholic

“We participate in
the green schools
program so that
environmental
protection is a
natural part of
students’ lives.”
-Sharon Brighton,
Principal
Sodt Elementary

“[The program] Holds
us accountable to keep
green/environmental
education a priority.”
-Jeffery Rubley,
Principal
Dundee Elementary
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Earning points is easy! You may already be doing what
it takes to become a green school and not even know it.
Listed here by category are ways to participate in green
activities while earning points for your application.

 Recycling
Crayola Colorcycle
Marker recycling

Free marker recycling program
and eco-friendly
classroom materials
www.crayola.com/colorcycle

Terracycle

Offers recycling of
hard to recycle items,
such as juice pouches
&
office supplies!
http://www.terracycle.com/en-US/

Host

a

Book Swap

Have kids bring in their
old books & swap instead of
throwing them away!

Host

a

Coat Drive

Have students collect old coats
for charity. That way they don’t
go to waste!

Waste-Free Lunch Program
Schools have used
grants to purchase
re-useable lunch trays!

 Energy
DTE Think!
Energy Program

Teach students about
energy efficiency!
http://thinkenergy.org/dte/

Implement an Energy
Savings Program
in Your School

Use LED light bulbs and have
students make stickers/signs as
reminders to turn off lights.

Clean Energy – EPA

http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/
energy-and-you/reduce.html

National Renewable
Energy Laboratory

www.nrel.gov/education

Encourage Students to Bike
or Carpool to School
Turn it into a competition!
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 Environmental
Protection
Michigan Adopt a
Highway Program

Help Keep
Michigan Highways clean!
http://www.michigan.gov/
adoptahighway

Miscellaneous
Earth Day

Celebrate the day at your school
and join in the Monroe County
Earth Day Celebration at MCCC
www.co.monroe.mi.us/recycling

Host Zero Waste Parties
River Raisin Watershed
Monitoring Project

Volunteer to help
clean up the beaches.
http://www.rriearth.org/monitoringProject.html

Plant

an Indigenous

Garden

The Native Plant Nursery offers
native Michigan plants for
purchase, their website is
http://www.nativeplant.com/

Alliance

for the

Great Lakes

http://www.greatlakes.org

Switch

to

Non-Toxic Cleaner

Purchase non-toxic cleaners
or make your own!

Use reusable utensils, plates
and napkins, recycle and
compost waste, etc.

World Wildlife Fund
Adopt an animal!
http://worldwildlife.org

Bulletin Board

Decorate a bulletin board
with pictures of plants, animals
and information about being green.
Old magazines make great material
for decorating!
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The Monroe County Environmental
Fund is a grant program to provide
and leverage resources to foster the
development of a sustainable community. The goal of this program is
to enhance, restore or protect natural
surroundings, promote utilization of
green technology and planning tools,
and catalyze progress towards environmental stewardship.
Funding is available to the following and must be located in Monroe
County.
õ Public Agencies
õ Tax-Exempt Nonprofit Organizations
õ Community Service Organizations
õ Businesses

Grant Money in Action

Rain barrels at
Meadow Montessori.
These barrels are used
to collect rainwater
and the water is used
for plants and animals.

Those wishing to qualify must fill out
an application.
The evaluation committee meets two
times a year, April and November.
Therefore applications should be received by the 15th of March or the
15th of October.

For more details please visit
www.greenmonroecounty.com/

North Elementary used
their grant money for
a beautification project
outside the entrance of
their school.

Interested schools can contact Dan Rock at the
Monroe County Health Department at:
Dan_Rock@monroemi.org
For more details about the Michigan Green Schools
Program please visit the website at:
www.michigangreenschools.us
For more details about these and other programs in
Monroe County visit the Recycling and Green Community Program website at:
http://www.greenmonroecounty.com/

Thank you to the participating schools
that work towards a sustainable future.
Because in the words of the Lorax:

